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Description 

In the last decades, the world has undergone a radical change toward sustainability. Sustainability can be 

defined as ways of living, working, and being that enable all people of the world to lead healthy, fulfilling, 

and economically secure lives without destroying the environment and without endangering the future 

welfare of people and the planet. In other words, sustainability is achieved when the economic, 

environmental, and social dimensions interact. In 2015, with the Agenda 2030 program, United Nations 

promoted 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) aiming to reach socio-economic and environmental 

benefits as well as technological, organizational, financial, institutional, and social challenges. Among 

others, these goals aimed to promote gender equality (SDG 5) and entrepreneurship and innovation 

(SDG 9). Female entrepreneurship, hence, becomes a pillar to constrain the gender gap in reaching a 

sustainable entrepreneurial environment. 

However, the implementation of this path is not easy, still today women’s enterprises are a clear minority 

that strongly suffers from growth paths. The literature agrees that the main causes of this backward path 

can be traced back mainly to two factors: a) difficulty in accessing credit and b) poor development of new 

processes and products. 

In this stream, it is useful to introduce the other topic of SDG 9: innovation. It represents a key source of 

competitive advantage and are a driver for business success, allowing companies to reach temporary 

extra profits in dynamic, constantly changing, and competitive industries. Innovation activities are 

important, not only for firms, but for society as a whole: they enable economic growth, generate new 

high-skilled jobs, and address environmental issues and other societal challenges. 

Consistent literature identifies information and communication technologies (ICTs) as driver of 

innovation, providing new path for firms through the use of new technologies. 
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Digitalisation and new technologies involve all the solutions that arose as a result of the disruptive 

technologies diffusion. For instance, blockchain as a process enabler or digital platforms connecting the 

company outside and inside of the organizational environment can be identified as factors that not only 

guarantees a competitive advantage for companies but also provides environmental benefits and 

produces social well-being, driving the organizations, hence, toward a sustainable innovation. The wide 

spread of the new technologies among all different forms of business (from SMEs to corporate 

companies) is supporting the knowledge exchange process and, in turn, the improvement of Knowledge 

Management systems. 

The above innovation shades are compatible with firm financing function. Recently, several technologies 

have been introduced in the so-called financial revolution, approaching the financing function with a new 

mindset. The result of this innovation are tools such as equity or lending crowdfunding, mini-bonds, and 

ICOs that enable companies to attract financial resources overcoming traditional credit channels. 

Benefits of information and communication technologies (ICTs) in firm financing can be reached, also, 

referring to all instruments that allow raising money in a new entrepreneurial outlook. For instance, ethic 

financing model that involves channeling financial resources towards start-ups and investment projects 

characterized by the social, cultural, and environmental value-added, by encouraging the development of 

responsible, sustainable and durable projects. 

Therefore, sustainable innovation, in terms of new technologies and new financing ways, become an 

opportunity for female enterprises by supporting them in the start-up and development processes. 

We welcome both conceptual and empirical papers, based on qualitative and quantitative approach, 

related to innovative finance tools, digitalisation, and new technologies in the female entrepreneurship 

domain. 

Potential topics include, but are not limited to: 

 the role of sustainable innovation in the management of the financial function within female-

owned/run organizations; 

 Innovative financial tools for sustainable female entrepreneurship development; 

 New technologies, as ICT, blockchain or digital platforms, for sustainable female 

entrepreneurship development; 

 Equity or debt side innovative instruments for female start-ups; 

 Ethical finance instruments for female-owned/run organizations; 

 Diversity and equality issues in the access to finance for female-owned/run organizations; 

 Intangibles as drivers to develop sustainable female entreprises; 

 Mitigating risks by implementing various sourcing, contracting, and financing strategies; 

 New laws and regulation in digitalisation or financial domain actuated by public authority, as 

government, to reach sustainable development. 

 

Contributions related to Agenda 2030 are welcomed. 
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Special Track details published on IFKAD website ››   

Guidelines 

Researchers wishing to contribute are invited to submit an EXTENDED ABSTRACT (in editable MS-Word 

format) of min 500 and max 1000 words by 09 JANUARY 2023, using the submission procedure available 

on the website. The abstract should address theoretical background, research objective, methodology, 

and results in terms of expected contribution to Knowledge Management theory and practice. Authors 

are required to follow the guidelines for both extended abstracts as well as full papers available on IFKAD 

site: www.ifkad.org  

Important dates 

09 January 2023              Extended Abstract submission deadline 

31 January 2023   Acceptance notification to authors 

06 March 2023                   Early-Bird registration cut off    

10 April 2023                   Full paper submission deadline 

13 May 2023                    Registration deadline 

07-09 June 2023       Conference sessions 

For further information 

For any information related to the event, please see the event website at www.ifkad.org or contact the 

conference manager at info@ifkad.org 

https://www.ifkad.org/special-track/23-2023/
http://www.ifkad.org/
http://www.ifkad.org/

